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BOOK REVIEWS 619 

The King's Customs; An Account of Maritime Revenue and Contra- 
band Traffic in England, Scotland, and Ireland, from the Earliest 
Times to the Year 1800. By Henry Atton and Henry Hurst 
Holland, with a preface by F. S. Parry. (New York: E. P. 
Dutton and Company. 1908. Pp. 489.) 

This work is neither a scholar's book nor a departmental record. 
It is designed as a popular record of the customs and has been prepared 
as a private venture by two members of the custom office staff of Lon- 
don, who have, as the preface tells us, assorted the results of research 
in correct sequence and then related them with due conciseness, mod- 
eration, and simplicity. As to the research the book bears ample 
evidence of persistent and prolonged labor. The records of the cus- 
toms are scarce and scattered; many were destroyed in 1666 and more 
in the fire of 1814. Such as remain are not in any one place, but must 
be searched for all the way from the British Museum to Lower Thames 
Street, stopping at Whitehall and making a prolonged visit to Chancery 
Lane. To gather the material upon which this book is based was a 
difficult and arduous task and the authors deserve full credit for their 
zeal. The historian will gladly express his obligation to them for 
blazing a path through a little trodden wilderness. They have collected 
a great amount of new information, have printed tables and docu- 
ments that are pertinent and valuable, and they have given hundreds 
of illustrative incidents throwing light on customs' practices. Their 
lists of authorities at the end of each chapter are useful guides to the 
statutes, records, rolls, state papers, and general authorities, though 
very unwisely, we think, the authors have failed to give anywhere exact 
references to their sources of information and so have impaired seriously 
the chief value of the book for scholars, as a work of reference. 

As a history of the king's customs the work is badly done. The 
authors have trespassed upon a field which they are quite incompetent 
to exploit. They have gathered material but have not digested it 
and the text is little more than a collection of notes, without other than 
a chronological unity, in no way moulded into a continuous and well- 
proportioned whole. The authors do not understand the significance 
of their own material; they have no adequate knowledge of English 
constitutional history; and no understanding of the place of the cus- 
toms in the political and financial history of the kingdom. Consequently 
they have no explanations to offer, no appreciation of the idea under- 
lying the fact, no sense of the relative importance of the different aspects 
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of their subject. The story of a tide waiter's grievances plays as promi- 
nent a part in their pages as does the parliamentary controversy 
with the king over tonnage and poundage, and the Bates' case is dis- 
missed in fewer lines than are needed for any one of the dozens of exam- 
ples of smuggling exploits. All that relates to the period before 1500 
is practically of no value because the authors have no comprehension 
of the character of mediaeval institutions. For the later period their 
grasp is firmer, but even for that period the treatment is without order 
or unity, and the reader will search in vain for a continuous account 
of any particular subject. The book throws no light on plantation 
customs, though it occasionally mentions them, and some important 
aspects, such as the work of the American board of customs commis- 
sioners are passed by without a word, though in this particular instance 
the commission of the board is printed in the appendix. 

It is difficult to see who will profit from this book. The scholar will 
rarely use it, the official, never. The public will hardly find interest 
in pages where the paragraphs follow each other like the entries in a 
note book. The style possesses no distinction; it is frequently undig- 
nified and colloquial and is marred by words that are not usually found 
in a serious work. The public is not generally deceived by the catch- 
penny device here employed of poking fun at historical characters. 

Charles M. Andrews. 



Modern Constitutions. By Walter F. Dodd. (Chicago: The Uni- 
versity of Chicago Press. 1909. Two volumes. Pp. xxiii, 351; 
xiv, 334.) 

These volumes present in excellent English translation the funda- 
mental laws of twenty-two of the most important states of the world. 
The collection includes the constitutions of practically all the Euro- 
pean states, those of Mexico, Argentina, Chile and Brazil in North 
America, and those of Japan and the Australian Commonwealth in the 
Orient. The primary aim of the collection is to furnish texts for use 
in college courses in comparative constitutional law. The hope is 
expressed, however, that the work may be found of value to lawyers 
and to public men. Each constitution contains all amendments in 
force at the end of the year 1906 and in the case of Austria the new 
changes of January, 1907, are included. Notes are also added concern- 



